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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATFFVgNT 



Sir: 



Supplemental to the Information Disclosure Statements filed for this 
application, applicant provides the Examiner with the following document under Rule 
1.97(b)(3),i.e. prior to the first Office Action on the merits. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1.97-1.99, applicant hereby 
cites as a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the 
following patents and/or documents, copies enclosed, which the Examiner should consider 
with respect to the above-identified United States Patent Application: 



U.S. 


PATENT/DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME/COUNTRY 


4,051,195 


September 27, 1977 


McWhorter 


5,043,221 


August 27, 1991 


Koleske 


5,674,951 


October 7, 1997 


Hargis et al. 


6,168,866 


January 2, 2001 


Clark 


FOREIGN 


PATENT/DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME/COUNTRY 


WO 96/23828 


August 8, 1996 


WIPO 




Copies of the publications are included for the express purpose of providing the 
Patent and Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate the same and to arrive 
at an independent assessment of its materiality, if any, with regard to the examination of 
the application. 

In reviewing the enclosed copies of the above publications, the Examiner is 
requested to ignore any underscoring or highlighting which may appear because such 
markings may or may not have any relationship to the subject matter of the above- 
identified application. The copies being submitted with this Information Disclosure 
Statement is the best copy 
available at this time. 

Please charge or credit Deposit Account No. 07-1045 for any fee insufficiency or 
excess. 

An examination of the present application considering the above document is 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HUDAK & SHUNK CO., L.PA 




Registration No. 25,879 



DJH/dp 



7 West Bowery Street, Suite 808 
Akron, OH 44308-1133 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



Sir: 



The undersigned hereby certifies that the attached SUPPLEMENTAL 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT, FORM PTO 1449, AND 5 
REFERENCES were mailed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, with sufficient first-class postage, no special handling, on 
May 16, 2001, before 5:00 PM, thereby ensuring that such document(s) will be in 
the hands of the U.S. Postal Service by the close of business this day. Thus, timely 
response has been made to the outstanding Office Action prior to expiration of the 
shortened statutory period for the same ending NONE. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which might 
be required or credit any overpayment of fees with regard to the attached 
document(s) to Account No. 07-1045. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HUDAK & SHUNK CO., L.P.A. 




DJH/dp 
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